Monitoring of the emergent small animal patient.
Monitoring of the emergent patient can be one of the most challenging aspects in veterinary medicine, but can also be one of the most rewarding. Careful monitoring of the emergent patient is crucial in assessment and treatment of potentially life-threatening conditions. While advanced monitoring equipment is becoming increasingly available, triage evaluation and serial assessment can recognize patient changes before clinical deterioration. In addition to hands-on serial patient assessment, valuable monitoring tools include pulse oximetry, blood pressure monitoring, urine output, electrocardiography monitoring, and central venous pressure monitoring.